
MOORFOOT PARENT TEACHER GROUP 

Meeting Held: 25th March 2015, 7.00pm, Staffroom, Moorfoot Primary 

Chairperson: Nick Oswald   

Attended: Adeline Tan, Ashe Tait, Emma Softly, Neil Finnie, Toni Page, Richard Ellis, 
Mischa Hautvast, Jane Lambley, Carla Jamieson 

Chairpersons note: 
Apologies for the late issue of the minutes from the March meeting. After the meeting, 
Emma Softly raised a concern that according to the PTG Constitution this meeting did not 
have the minimum quorum of four Parent Council members required to pass the votes that 
were held.  

After consulting with Kevin McGuire, the council’s PTG support officer, we found that 
Emma was correct. With Kevin’s help we have re-worked out meeting procedure to rectify 
this.  

In a nutshell, all parents are members of the Parent Forum, while the Parent Council 
consists of parents who have self-selected, or been elected, as members. Only Parent 
Council members can vote on PTG issues and for any vote to be passed a minimum of four 
Parent Council members must be present at the meeting.  

Until now, we have had no formal mechanism for Parent Council members to self-select to 
join the Parent Council, therefore the only members of the Parent Council to date are 
those who serve on the committee. Since I was the only committee member at the 
meeting, we did not have a quorum to pass the vote.  

To rectify this, at the beginning of each PTG meeting we will ask the attending parents 
whether they wish to be a Parent Council Member for the academic year. Those who agree 
will be noted in the minutes as Parent Council members and will thus be eligible to vote at 
the meeting. Members of the Parent Council do not have any additional responsibilities or 
obligations - they are simply named as having the right to vote at any meeting they choose 
to attend in the academic year. 

In this 25th March meeting we voted on which trips would be funded in the 2015/16 
academic year. Since these votes were not cast by Parent Council members, this was not a 
binding vote, but a poll of the opinions of the Parent Forum. As such these need to be 
rubber-stamped by the Parent Council. So at the next meeting (the AGM) we will hold a 
vote of the Parent Council (i.e. the parents who attend the AGM and agree to be Parent 
Council members for the remainder of the 2014/15 term), the result of which will 
determine whether the Parent Forum poll results can be adopted as the PTG’s trip funding 
policy for 2015/2016. 

Item 1: Office Bearers 2015/16 
As the whole committee is required to stand down at the end of this academic year, the 
PTG requires a new Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary in order to continue into 
2015/16. 

We have a volunteer for Treasurer but still require a Chairperson and Secretary. If you are 
interested in either of these roles, please contact Nick Oswald (nick@bitesizebio.com) 

mailto:nick@bitesizebio.com


Item 2: Trip funding priorities for 2015/16 
The meeting attendees held vote on which trips are to be subsidised for the 2015/16 term, 
which was supplemented by a number of proxy votes that were put forward by parents 
who could not attend. 

The results of the vote were: 

Should PTG funds be used to subsidise the following trips in 2015/16? 

Christmas Trip:     Yes = 9   ; No = 10 
Summer Trip:    Yes = 16 ; No = 3 
Educational outings (1 per class):  Yes = 17 ; No = 2 
Residential/activity trips (P4+): Yes = 16 ; No = 3 

The result of the vote was that all trips but the Christmas Trip should be subsidised using 
PTG funds. As noted above, this is not a binding vote but is effectively a poll of the views 
of the Parent Forum. Therefore we will hold a Parent Council vote at the AGM to 
determine whether this poll should be ratified.  

It was discussed that other options for a Christmas event, such as having a theatre 
company come into the school, could be explored. 

Concerns were raised about the funding/subsidy approach being used by the PTG. Since 
this was discussed and voted upon at the beginning of the last two academic years, it was 
suggested that this could be raised again at the beginning of the 2015/16 academic year. 

Item 3: P7 Hoodies 
The Pupil Council raised the idea of issuing a school hoodie for P7’s, with the lettering 
“Moorfoot Primary P7 Leavers” (or similar). The idea is to give the P7’s a bit more 
flexibility, responsibility and visibility as final year students. The cost for the hoodies 
would be about £11 and the school would keep some hoodies that could be borrowed if 
needed. Opinion was generally in favour of this. 

It was suggested that current P6’s should vote on the colour of the hoodies and that the 
same colour should be used for a number of years so that they can be passed down from 
year to year. 

Item 4: School Improvement program 
Jane Lambley reported that the school improvement plan focus for this year has been 
numeracy. With staff changes, work has also been done around ensuring that existing very 
good practice in supporting children has been maintained.  Staff have begun to implement 
the Scottish Government's 1+2 Languages initiative, and staff have also undertaken the 
authority training in Confident Staff, Confident Children.  Next year, staff will continue to 
build on the above, as well as using Visible Learning approaches which have begun this 
session. 
head. 

Jane also mentioned that all Staff have now completed” Stages of Early Arithmetical 
Learning” training. 

If any parents would like to discuss or suggest anything that could be improved with regard 
to the school’s curriculum, social outlook, ethos or anything else, please bring it up as a 
PTG item so that it can be discussed and built into future plans, or mention directly to 
Jane.  Jane would welcome the chance to meet with a small group of parents to discuss 
school improvement plans - please let her know asap if you would like to be part of this. 



Item 5: Review of the Science Fayre and the Maths Open Morning 
Jane Lambley observed that the Science Fayre was very well supported with lots of 
parents in attendance helping to enthuse the children.  

In contrast the Maths Open Morning was very poorly attended. When we discussed why this 
might be, and what the Maths Open Morning could learn from the Science Fayre’s success, 
it was suggested that holding the event in the afternoon rather than morning and involving 
the children in the event e.g. by having them demonstrate maths games/problem solving 
could help.  

Item 6: Replacement organiser for Friday Coffee Mornings 
A new volunteer to run the Friday coffee mornings is required. If you are interested in 
helping out, please contact Nick Oswald (nick@bitesizebio.com) 

Next Meeting: 

The next meeting will be the AGM on 2nd June, 7pm at Brunton’s in Birkenside.
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