
Midlothian’s Mid Mouse Transitions Project -   

Information for Settings  

  

The Mid mouse project is a Midlothian intergenerational community transition 
project, which aims to support children who are starting Primary 1 in August 2021. 
Our aim is that this transition for our children will be joyous, child centred and based 
on our local culture, created through collaboration and following the principles of 
positive transition. Volunteers from the Midlothian local community and further 
afield have been knitting a Mid mouse which will be gifted to every child before they 
start Primary 1 and before they leave their ELC setting. Our hope is that this will help 
‘knit our Midlothian community together’.  

Early years practitioners will gift the mice to all children starting school in the final 
few weeks of the summer term. Settings will have their own ELC/school mouse gifted 
to them at the start of the project too, which will build up the anticipation for the 
children of receiving their own mouse before starting school. The Mid mouse 
represents the hope and resilience message we are promoting in Midlothian, as we 
build back better and stronger with children at our heart, as well as providing each 
child with a transitional object for support between home and school.  

In addition to Mid mouse, suggested story books (online storytelling links) and 
possible learning experiences linked to these books (similar to the home learning 
resources created by the Early Years Team during lockdowns) will be given to ELC 
settings in the second half of the summer break on a weekly basis. These will include 
possible learning experiences at the setting and at home. There are already lots of 
really good transitions projects out there in our schools and settings, however we 
hope that settings can use these with children in some way and/or share these with 
their families. These stories will reflect the six principles of transitions in the Scottish 
Early Childhood, Children and Families Transitions Policy Statement (2019) of 
aspirations, expectations, opportunities, entitlements, participation and 
contributions.   

The stories will be from a range of authors, focusing on developing important skills 
such as independence, resilience, inclusion and connection.  In the summer term, a 
shared book, “The Lion Inside” by Rachel Bright and Jim Field, will be provided to all 
of our Early Learning and Childcare settings and Primary 1 classes as a bridging book, 
to enable practitioners and teachers to have a shared approach before and after the 
summer break. This will allow children coming from different ELC settings to have a 
connection through their Mid mouse and this story. This particular story book was 
gifted to children via the Bookbug bags and therefore, we hope that families will 
have access to this book at home too, again creating links between home and 
settings.  



Many children will have had extended periods of time at home in the last year with  
their family, as the country went in and out of lockdowns throughout this pandemic 
and without direct face-to-face contact with other children, family members or 
professionals. This may be an additional challenge for children transitioning to school 
this year and we hope that the Mid mouse project will help to make connections for 
children between home and school.  

Realising the Ambition (2020) highlights the importance of transitions. Within the 
section key features of positive transitions practice from home to an early learning 
and childcare setting, the value of transitional objects is highlighted: Practitioners 
who encourage the bringing of transitional objects, a favourite cuddly toy, blanket, as 
we know they help the baby/child to make sense of and make connections with their 
new surroundings. Realising the Ambition, 2020:93 

 

We hope that you enjoy being part of this project and that the children enjoy being 
gifted their own unique knitted/crocheted mouse. We are hoping to make some 
spare mice for schools to account for additional children starting in August and for 
any lost mice: you may need to be prepared to support some families, should this 
happen!   

There are lots of mice that have already been made and thank you for helping to 
spread the word about #midmouse. We have lots to make, so please continue to 
share information about this project with the wider community.  

We are aware that there are some mice that have already been made and are ready 
to be dropped off. The drop off points are currently not open, but further 
information will be circulated about how and when to drop off any mice very shortly.  
There will be two drop off points for any completed mice – Playbase in Newbattle 
and The Link in Loanhead. We would like to thank these provisions for supporting 
this project and offering their help. Playbase will be making up the packs for the 
children, with mice inside little organza bags with a poem attached. Thank you to 
Johanne Watson, DHT at Lasswade Primary, for creating this lovely poem.  

Thank you to the practitioners joining us on the transitions working party for their 
valuable input into this project. Information for families will be shared with settings 
in the summer term. Please see the timeline below for more information about 
timescales for the roll out of this project in the summer term.   

 

 

 

 

 

We want every mouse to 
be different and unique, 

like every child.  
#midmouse 

 



Mid Mouse Transitions Project Timeline Summer Term 2021 

 

Week beginning 29th March  

Further information to ELC settings and schools about the project to share with ELC and P1 

teams.  

 

Week beginning 3rd May 

Information sent to settings to share with parents/carers about the project.   

 

Week beginning 10th May 

One mouse will be delivered to each ELC setting and school to be used for reading stories 

and transition experiences with children. The hard copies of the bridging book (“The Lion 

Inside”), will also be delivered to settings at this stage.  

 

Between weeks beginning 10th May and 14th June 

Settings will be sent some suggested stories via email to support transitions, which will link 

closely to the 6 principles of transitions, as outlined in the Scottish Early Childhood Children 

and Families Transitions Position Statement. There will be experiences for home and at the 

ELC setting included in this information.  

 

Week beginning 14th June 

A set of mice for will be sent to each ELC setting for practitioners to gift to each child 

starting P1 in August. The mice will come in little organza bags with a poem attached. Each 

poem will be personalised with the name of the school added, please see below for an 

example poem.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

With special thanks to Johanne Watson, DHT at Lasswade 

Primary, for creating this lovely poem.  

 

 

 


